FAA Points to Need 
\;'J For 800 New Airports 
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The Federal Aviation Ad- 
ministration said yesterday 
the United States must build 
more than 800 new airports 
and improve almost 3000 exist- 
ing ones within the next five 
years to relieve present 
congestion and accommodate 
future growth. 

The estimated cost of the 
projects: $2.16 billion, to be 
provided mainly by state and 
local authorities. 

About 64 per cent of the 
total, or $1.38 billion, repre- 
sents development fuftds 
needed in the itwo-year period 
ending June 30, 1970, the FAA 
said. 

The recommendations, in 
what FAA designates as its an- 
nual National Airport Plan, 
for the first time include de- 
velopment of STOLports — 
miniature airports for aircraft 
capable of taking off and land- 
ing vertically or in short dis- 
tances. 

Proposing that 25 of the 748 
needed new light-plane air- 
ports be especially designed 
for use as STOLports in the 
heavily congested New York, 
Washington, Los Angeles and 
San Francisco areas, the 
agency said: 

“Although development of 


high lift transport aircraft 
with short takeoff and landing 
capability has not yet been 
fully achieved, FAA believes 
there is sufficient evidence to 
show that STOL airplanes 
may be economically feasible 
for short^iaul transportation 
by the mid-seventies, helping 
to relieve the large metropoli- 
tan airports of a considerable 
portion of 'both intercity and 
intracity center traffic.” 

The five-year program calls 
for 22 new airports for areas 
where existing airports are op- 
erating at or near capacity. 

Areas to be served by these 
new air fields would include 
New York City, Boston, St. 
Louis, New Orleans, Chicago 
and Puerto Rico. 

The plan calls also for 31 
new heliports, for the exclu- 
sive use of helicopters, and 
four seaplane bases. 

The FAA points out that the 
new edition of its airport plan 
does not include estimates for 
improving airport terminals or 
other passenger^handling facil- 
ities, nor does it obligate the 
Federal government to award 
grabts ;for projects proposed 
in the Federal-air-to-airports 
program. 


